INTRODUCTION
The UK Independence Party that ranked third largest in Britain in the June 2004 elections for the European Parliament, is committed to withdrawing the United Kingdom (UK) from the European Union (EU). No true novelty, since in the 1970s and 1980s the British Labour and Greek PASOK parties already campaigned on a ticket of withdrawal from what was then the European Economic Community (EEC). With the recent electoral bonanza of Eurosceptical parties across the EU, the 'withdrawal issue' has come to the limelight once again. And while this intention to withdraw remains at all times of a predominantly political, matter-of-fact-like nature, the fundamental question still is warranted whether under European law, the possibility for secession exists at all. Previous investigations into this matter have been conducted over the course of time.' However, most of these are now outdated, as the legal framework of European integration evolved from EEC to EU in the 1990s. What is more, the status quo, therewith the status quaestionis, is soon set to alter more still. In June 2004, a Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe (hereinafter: 'TCE', 'the Constitution' or 'the Constitutional Treaty') was agreed upon by the The present article seeks to address these issues in three sections. First comes a fresh and thorough assessment under the law as it stands today, i.e. from the perspective of the Treaty on European Union (EU Treaty) and the underlying Treaty establishing the European Community (EC Treaty), as amended by the Treaty of Amsterdam (ToA) and the Treaty of Nice (ToN).4 This is followed by a critical investigation of the law to come, as laid down in the Constitution finalised at the IGC.5 The triptych is rounded off with a prospective on some intricate questions on the legality of withdrawal connected to the imminent ratification-track of the Constitutional Treaty. The background thought is that any problems on the road ahead, i.e. on the path towards revision of the rule of 
3
The path of any current Member State towards alternative (e.g. associate) forms of membership will not be explored in depth, as I take the view that this can only be a valid course of action once a legal possibility for revoking full membership could be established. If the latter turns out to be impossible, the operation could only be ascribed validity if the decision would be sanctioned in a mutual agreement by all the Member States.
4
From investigation of the topic under the European Atomic Energy Community Treaty will be abstained, as its structure is to a large extent similar to the EC Treaty. It therefore bears no complications for the general analysis. 
